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In a letter to Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand (NY), American Society of Safety Engineersõ (ASSE) Presi-

dent Darryl C. Hill, Ph.D., CSP, said ASSE agrees with the support the National Institute for Occupa-

tional Safety and Health (NIOSH) is provided by Senate Bill 1334 ð the òJames Zadroga 9/11 Health 

and Compensation Act of 2009ó to help ensure that those who were directly impacted by the terror-

ist attacks on September 11, 2001, receive the health care services they need. The bill would fund 

the NIOSH World Trade Center Health Program. 

òWhile we support in general whatever provision Congress decides is appropriate to care for those 

who responded through this legislation, ASSE is particularly concerned with helping ensure that Con-

gress gives the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) the necessary funding 

and tools to fulfill the mission NIOSH is already undertaking to meet the health needs of these indi-

viduals,ó Hill continued. òNIOSH is the only resource the safety and health community has for occu-

pational safety and health research and education funding.  

òIf your bill is passed into law,ó Hill said. òNIOSH will no longer have to rely on appropriations bills 

each year to fund the NIOSH World Trade Center Health Program. Your bill will also ensure that 

specific Congressional instructions on how the program should be operated will be in place. NIOSHõs 

overall mission needs the kind of certainty your bill would bring.ó 

Hill noted that NIOSH is working diligently to help meet the needs of those who responded to the 

World Trade Center tragedy. òASSE had members who helped directly in the aftermath of this trag-

edy, working at Ground Zero to help rescue victims, secure the site, and clean -up and dispose of 

the debris,ó Hill wrote. òWe have heard our membersõ stories and fully know the difficult environ-

ment in which they and others did their 

work. As safety, health and environ-

mental professionals who help protect 

workers from the same kinds of health 

and environmental risks these workers 

faced, we also understand just how 

deeply the health of many of these peo-

ple were affected.ó 

Like many, just after the terrorist at-

tacks on 9/11 ASSE members from 

around the country mobilized to volun-

teer their occupational safety, health 

and environmental expertise; to donate 

equipment and clothing for the Ground 

Zero workers and families as well as 

food and needed supplies. Many traveled 

to New York City to assist in the clean -

up operations. Also, the American Soci-

ety of Safety Engineers Foundation 

(ASSEF) established the ôAmerica Re-

sponds Memorialõ scholarship on Septem-
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Our first meeting was a joint meeting 

with the College Health and Environ-

mental Safety Society (CHESS) on Sep-

tember 23 at Rutgers University. Steve 

Keleman the Director for the Office of 

Emergency Management at Rutgers 

presented on what it takes to make a 

large event at a large university suc-

cessful.  He described the methods Rutgers utilizes to 

plan for the known risks and be prepared for the poten-

tial risks by adopting the FEMA Incident Action Plan 

(IAP) approach.  The presentation was well received and 

we thank Steve for his time and insight.  

Our next 2 events are coming up shortly. On October 

12th, we are hosting our PDC titled: "Expand Your 

Knowledge - Changing Safety in a Dynamic World" and 

will be held at the Middlesex County Fire Academy in 

Sayreville. The flyer and registration materials are 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Not exactly. Not yet. But it looks like a crisis is brewing.  

OSHA chief Dr. David Michaels addressing the Voluntary Pro-

tection Program Participants Association meeting last month: 

òBut let me be very clear to you today. We value this pro-

gram. We want it to continue. But it is very unlikely to con-

tinue under the current federal funding formula. The way 

things stand right now, we believe that the House Appropria-

tions subcommittee is proposing to provide $3 million addi-

tional funding to OSHA's budget to fund VPP for FY11, but will 

be asking for a report on funding alternatives for FY12. The 

Senate, on the other hand, has cut all funding for the program 

without any mention of a fee -based system or any other fund-

ing sources. 

òSo, let me say this carefully. The bottom line is that if we 

are to succeed in saving this program, we -- OSHA and VPPPA 

together -- need to present a united front on this issue, be-

cause in this environment of austere government budgets a 

fractured fight over VPP risks losing the program entirely. 

None of us wants that. If OSHA and VPPPA can agree on a road 

forward, we increase our chances of keeping VPP alive so par-

ticipants can continue to serve as models for successful 

worker protection.ó 

òWe have been clear with our Regional staff that while we 

have eliminated the former annual quotas for new VPP mem-

bers, we were committed to signing up and reapproving wor-

thy companies. We have heard your complaints that some 

OSHA regions have not been pursuing new programs and reap-

provals aggressively enough and we are seeking to correct 

that.ó 

òOSHA and the Department of Labor support the idea of fund-

ing VPP through participant fees. While many VPP participants 

worry that user fees may undermine the integrity of the pro-

gram, we have reassuring evidence of successful user-fee pro-

grams in other agencies.ó 

Earlier this year, VPPPA chairperson R. Davis Layne urged 

member companies to òact now and contact our congressional 

representatives in support of Senate Bill 3257 (S. 3257) to cod-

ify the Occupational Safety and Health Administrationõs 

(OSHA) Voluntary Protection Programs (VPP). S. 3257 will not 

only support and expand the program, especially for small 

businesses, but it will eliminate the idea of a user -fee system 

for VPP.ó Stay tuned. 

ISHN 

VPP On Life Support? 

TIDBITS 

ORDER IN THE COURT  

From actual court transcripts:  

Lawyer: Where was the officer in relation 

to you when you were struck by the car?  

Witness:  To my left.  

Lawyer:  How far to your left?  

Witness:  I don't really remember. I was 

getting run over at the time.  

Click on images where 

this icon appears.  

http://www.asse.org/100
http://www.eiielectric.com/
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Featured Product Safety Recall  

Lead overexposure is one of the most common overexposures found in 
industry and is a leading cause of workplace illness. Therefore, OSHA 
has established the reduction of lead exposure to be a high strategic 
priority. OSHA's five year strategic plan sets a performance goal of a 
15% reduction in the average severity of lead exposure or employee 

blood lead levels in selected industries and workplaces.  

It is also a major potential public health risk. In general populations, 
lead may be present in hazardous concentrations in food, water, and 
air. Sources include paint, urban dust, and folk remedies. Lead poi-
soning is the leading environmentally induced illness in children. At 
greatest risk are children under the age of six because they are under-

going rapid neurological and physical development.  

Facts about lead  

Lead exposure can harm young children and babies even before 

they are born.  

Even children who seem healthy can have high levels of lead in 

their bodies.  

You can get lead in your body by breathing or swallowing lead 

dust, or by eating soil or paint chips containing lead.  

You have many options for reducing lead hazards. In most 
cases, lead-based paint that is in good condition is not a haz-

ard.  

Removing lead-based paint improperly can increase the danger 

to your family.  

If you think your home might have lead hazards, read on to 

learn about lead and some simple steps to protect your family.  

Health effects of lead  

People can get lead in their body if they:  

Put their hands or other objects covered with lead dust in their 

mouths.  

Eat paint chips or soil that contains lead.  

Breathe in lead dust, especially during renovations that disturb 

painted surfaces.  

Lead is more dangerous to children because:  

Babies and young children often put their hands and other 
objects in their mouths. These objects can have lead dust on 

them.  

Children's growing bodies absorb more lead.  

Children's brains and nervous systems are more sensitive to the 

damaging effects of lead.  

If not detected early, children with high levels of lead in their bodies 

can suffer from:  

Damage to the brain and nervous system  

Behavior and learning problems, such as hyperactivity  

Slowed growth  

Hearing problems  

Lead is also harmful to adults. Adults can suffer from:  

Reproductive problems (in both men and women)  

High blood pressure and hypertension  

Nerve disorders  

Memory and concentration problems  

Muscle and joint pain  

(Continued on page 7) 

National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week  
October 24 -30 

http://www.chilworth.com/


 

 

posted on our website. Then, we have our next monthly meeting on 

October 28th and we hope to see you at Kraft Foods' Fairlawn Bak-

ery for a joint meeting with ACHMM -NJ. The topic will be an over-

view of the Kraft Foods bakery operation and a bakery tour, so have 

your PPE ready and prepare yourself to get a craving for 

snacks just in time for Halloween. Please register on 

www.njasse.org  prior to the meeting.  

We look forward to seeing you at a meeting and 

we welcome any comments and ideas at presi-

dent@njasse.org. 

  

Sincerely, 

Alex Ruiz, CSP, CHMM 
President, New Jersey Chapter 

American Society of Safety Engineers 
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Presidentõs Message 

(Continued)  

Welcome 

New Members!  

NJASSE is happy to welcome our newest mem-
bers. We look forward to having you at our 

upcoming meetings. 
Remember - for new members, attendance 

at your first monthly meeting is free!  

Craig Doolittle  

Miteshriben Patel  

ber 14, 2001 to honor those ASSE members whose 

lives were lost during the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and, 

had dedicated their lives to protecting people, prop-

erty and the environment. The first recipient of the 

scholarship Frank Disori said in 2003, ôThis is a real 

honor for me because until I saw the presentation 

about 9/11 and the World Trade Center clean up at 

ASSEõs annual meeting, I was unaware of the large 

number of ASSE members who were involved in the 

massive rescue and clean up efforts. I take this as a 

major compliment and Iõm very proud.ó The ASSE 

New York City Chapter alone had donated $10,000 to 

the ôAmerican Responds Memorialõ fund that year. 

ASSE 

ASSE Supports U.S. Senator's Bill to 
Fund NIOSH, WTC Health Program 

(Continued)  

http://olympicsafetyexpo.com/
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ASSE - New Jersey Chapter  
Executive Committee Officers 2009 -2010 

President Alex Ruiz 732-445-2550 president@njasse.org 

President-Elect Daniel Rollino 212-479-4133 pres-elect@njasse.org 

Vice-President George Olsen 732-216-5603  vp@njasse.org 

Treasurer Don Weatherbee 973-465-2193 treasurer@njasse.org 

Secretary John Vogler 908-473-7233 secretary@njasse.org 

Immediate Past-
President 

Frank Gesualdo 
800-900-4875 

X2263 
past-
president@njasse.org 

Area Director: (NY/NJ)  Nazer Ali 732-335-3460 
area-
director@njasse.org 

Visit Us on the Web  

http://www.njasse.org/  

October Meeting Notice  

It is with great sorrow that I am writing to inform 

you of the passing of a true mentor and friend to 

many of us, Ernie Niles. Ernie passed away on Sun-

day, August 22, 2010, at Weill Cornell Medical Cen-

ter, New York, N.Y., following a long illness. He was 

77. Born in Gloversville, N.Y., Mr. Niles lived in 

Belleville before moving to the Towaco section of 

Montville Township in 1964. Mr. Niles was a certified 

safety professional and was the owner, founder (in 

1974) and director of Ernest A. Niles and Associates, 

Towaco, a loss prevention consulting firm. He 

worked to the present. He received his bachelor's 

degree in chemical engineering in 1954 from the 

University of Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I. and his 

master's degree in safety and health in 1975 from 

New York University. He served in the U.S. Army 

from 1955 to 1957. Among his many professional 

affiliations, he was a member of the American Soci-

ety of Safety Engineers and was past-president and 

member of the New Jersey State Industrial Safety 

Committee.  

Memorial contributions in Ernie's name may be made 

to either the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of 

America, Northern N.J. Chapter, 14 Commerce Dr., 

Suite 301, Cranford, N.J. 07016, or the Montville 

Reformed Church, 9 Church Lane, Montville, N.J. 

07045. 
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